INTRODUCTION

LORD GOSCHEN AND HIS VICTORIAN SETTING
BY SIR SHANE LESLIE, BART.

THERE was a blissful time when from the plains of three Counties
Britons could look up at the distant massif of Windsor Castle and
breathe the air of golden security. While Queen Victoria reigned
Consols were steady, God was clearly in His Heaven and all was
right with the world !

Around the Queen were ranged the great Victorians lite Arch-
angels and Seraphim. Unfortunately in the Queen's opinion some
of these Archangels were fallen ones : such as Charles Dilke and Joe
Chamberlain and Gladstone. But most certainly amongst the good
ones was Lord Goschen. He rose to be a distinguished and decorous
figure in her favour. To an extent his friends shared in that golden
sunlight.

Apart from being a steady financier and a sage Parliamentarian,
he came to the Queen's rescue when Lord Randolph Churchill rather
suddenly, rather rudely, left her Exchequer to look after itself.
So the good Lord Goschen became Chancellor of the Exchequer and
later Chancellor of Oxford. He could indeed have sat as a model
for Hogarth's "Industrious Apprentice" while Lord Randolph would
have revelled in personifying uThe Idle Apprentice", which is
exactly what he was.

Mr. Colson has collected a great amount of literary debris sur-
viving from an industrious life which has already yielded volumes of
rich biography. Where he was only confronted by short letters,
Diary extracts and sometimes little more than signatures he has
drawn on his own stock of social memoranda. This is a perfectly
fair and certainly amusing way of writing about such a period as
the Victorian.

Lord Goschen has become a shadowy figure but in his day he was
a pillar of state and a friend in whom the Queen trusted. His name
is buried under Consols and Loans and it is difficult to find the
meretricious anecdotes, the sharp sayings and brilliant gossips which
have assisted so many less solid characters to survive in memories and
memorials. However, every distinguished Victorian mentioned has
inspired Mr. Colson to ransack his stock of dinner stories and though
Lord Goschen may not "have approved of them, they will serve to
interest the jaded modern reader. We may be certain that Lord
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